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They have still another property, very pleasant to
travelers,—that of retaining great coolness in the
midst of the suffocating heat which one is sometimes
obliged to endure in passing this lake.

The Fort of Niagara is a square made of palisades,
faced on the outside with oak timbers, which bind
and strengthen the whole work. A large stone
barrack forms the curtain-wall, which overlooks the
lake; its size is almost the same as that of fort Fron-
tenac. It is situated on the eastern bank of the
channel by which the waters of lake Erie discharge
themselves. It will soon be necessary to remove it
€lsewhere, because the bank, being continually
undermined by the waves which break against it, is
gradually caving in, and the water gains noticeably
on the fort. It would be advantageously placed
above the waterfall, on a fine plateau where all canoes
are obliged to land to make the portage. Thus the
savages, people who are naturally lazy, would be
spared the trouble of making three leagues by land;
and if the excessive price of merchandise could be
diminished, that would insensibly disgust the
English, and we could see the trade, which is almost
entirely ruined, again flourishing.

On the 6th and the 7th, I observed the western
amplitude of the sun, when it set in the lake; that
gave me 6° 30 Northwest for the variation of
compass. The latitude of the fort is 43° 28'.

On the 8th, the entire detachment arrived at the
portage. The 12th. We encamped at the little
rapid at the entrance of lake Erie. The channel
which furnishes communication between the two
lakes is about g leagues in length. Two leagues
above the fort, the portage begins. There are three



